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Features of teaching and learning:
:
• LLN teaching linked to practical, vocational content.

• LLN materials contextualised to the vocational area.

• Initial/diagnostic assessment contributing to integration of LLN.

• Differentiation according to LLN needs in the way the vocational 
subject is taught.

• LLN seen as essential in the development of learners’ professional
identity and success.

• LLN development treated as relevant to all learners, not only those 
with LLN needs.
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 23 of 34 colleges engaged - 31 

programs approved

 More than 400 learners enrolled

 Occupation clusters include: 

 automotive technology 

 business technology 

 trades and manufacturing 

 early childhood education 

 health care 

 corrections 

 Transportation
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I-BEST Learners Learned ESLReading and Listening in the Functional 
Context of Workforce Training But Performed as Well on CASAS General 
Reading and Listening Assessments as Did ESL Learners in General Basic 
Skills Programs 
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1991

SCANS  Heard about 
FLIT and XFSP 
functional context 
education workplace 
literacy programs at 
first meeting and later 
promulgated a 
“contextual” 
approach to 
education. 

Sticht, 1988/89

1992

Secretary of Labor’s Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS)
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Reading

Mathematics

Workforce 
Preparation 
in the 
Construction 
Trades
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Relationships Among the Six Strategies
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•Use the contexts, tasks, materials, and 

procedures of the real-life setting that 

the training and education address. 

(motivates, facilitates transfer). 

Related FCE Principle

1987
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•Integrate instruction in basic 

reading, writing, and arithmetic 

into the technical or academic 

content so that students are better 

able to negotiate the 

requirements for the program at 

hand, and build competency to 

transfer basic skills to other 
settings. (facilitates learning) 

Related FCE Principle-1987



•Derive objectives from the realistic 

knowledge and skills demands of situations 

for which the course is providing human 

resources. (motivates, facilitates transfer). 

Related FCE Principle-1987

June 2011
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Previous national and state level 
evaluations of literacy and job training 
programs suggest that workplace based 
literacy programs are more effective in 
raising participants’ earnings than school 
or community-based programs with few 
ties to local employers.45 Job training 
programs for economically 
disadvantaged adults and welfare 
recipients that integrate literacy training 
with occupational skills training appear to 
be more effective than basic skills training 
alone.

Functional Context Education and Workplace Literacy 



With workplace training, Japan’s Kosen
colleges bridge ‘skills gap’

Kosen are hybrid high 
school/colleges that serve a 
small but important slice of the 
higher education market, 
attracting students — often 
from working-class families —
who combine an instinctive 
passion to build gadgets with 
above-average aptitudes in 
science and math.
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“We are leaving a lot of kids behind,” said Anthony 
P. Carnevale, director of Georgetown University’s 
Center on Education and the Workforce. “High 
school in America is about preparing for a college 
degree that most young people will not get, and in 
the meantime these kids are disconnected from 
anything that is real in the world of work.”

A potential cure for what ails secondary and higher 
education in the United States and in Japan looks a 
lot like what Kosen colleges have been doing for a 
half-century: requiring high school-age students to 
spend time in an actual workplace, integrating 
abstract subjects like algebra with the use of cutting-
edge machinery, and including local industry in the 
design of a constantly updated curriculum.

With workplace 
training, Japan’s 
Kosen colleges bridge 
‘skills gap’
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Schedule 

Coming up next:

02:00-02:15 Break

Part 4. 02:15-03:30 Contemporary projects on 

contextualizing and integrating  program design 

and engaging employers and employees.
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