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Notes from the President 
 

While the calendar year may be winding down, the business year for 

MAACCE is just gearing up.  Plans that have been made are being put into 

action. 

 

The spring conference dates have been set for Thursday and Friday May 10 

and 11, 2012. Committees have begun their work to bring us another quality 

training activity.  We heard your voice expressed on the evaluations from last 

year’s conference and have incorporated many of those ideas into this year’s 

plan.  “LIGHTING THE PATH” will be the theme of the conference which 

will be held again at the Crown Plaza, in Timonium.  

 

On the professional development front, The ESOL training was well received 

with over 25 persons present.  The “Functional Context Education and 

Workplace Literacy” activity with Tom Sticht is fully booked with a waiting 

list. 

 

These activities and others planned for the balance of this year and next year 

require a lot of person hours to pull off.  I want to take this opportunity to 

encourage each and every member to consider the possibility of becoming 

more active in MAACCE. 

 

MAACCE always needs good people to serve on committees, to assist with a 

variety of activities and replace board members whose terms expire.  In the 

coming months, we will be more specific in identifying ways in which each 

member can participate more fully in the work of the organization. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you if you would like to go to work for 

MAACCE!   

 

Randy  

rshipe@dllr.state.md.us 

maacce@gmail.com 

mailto:maacce@gmail.com


 

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE – Sonia Socha    
 

FY 12 Federal Funding per Current Senate and 
House Appropriation Action for Adult Education 
State Grants Program (our FY 13 Budgets)  
 
From Art Ellison (representing National Adult Education State 
Directors): 
   
―We now have FY12 appropriations levels for adult education 
from both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. 
The House Committee has level funded us while the Senate 
Committee did the same but there is still the possibility of a 1.5% 
across the board cut in the Senate version. Based upon these 
figures it seems very likely that the federal adult education grants 
to the states in July, 2012 will be very close to the funding that 
we received in July, 2011. The new yearly census formula 
utilized by the Office of Vocational and Adult Education will also 
result in some minor changes to the grants, generally increasing 
the grants to the states gaining population and decreasing the 
grants to those losing population.‖  
 
This is good news—considering the federal landscape with regards to cutting domestic spending. 
But MAACCE and our providers cannot rely on the fact that this funding level will not be under 
some scrutiny along the way to final budget passage.  MAACCE will be in contact with our two U.S. 
Senators and their aides about the importance of maintaining at least level funding. 
 

If action from the field is needed, MAACCE will be in touch via Gmail. 
 

FY13 State Funding – MAACCE Postcard Campaign to Governor O’Malley 
 
The MAACCE Board of Directors has agreed once again this year to conduct a postcard campaign 
asking the Governor to support level state funding again for FY 13.  The postcard will also thank 
Governor O’Malley for his past support.  Please watch for more information on when the cards will 
become available.  
 
The cards will need to reach Annapolis by no later than mid January.  The Public Policy Committee 
will have them available later this fall.  MAACCE members should send in the cards, and circulate 
the cards to others involved with adult education (learners, volunteers, and friends) so that as 
many cards as possible will reach the Governor.   
 
Please note that our past postcard campaigns have had a major impact on our level state funding 
over the past few years.  Many other programs have been cut.  We appreciate your support with 
this important initiative on behalf of all learners served and staff members employed. 
 

 

“Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army.”  
 

Edward Everett 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/edwardever104890.html


 

 
 

SARBANES KICKS OFF NATIONAL ADULT LITERACY WEEK 
 

―By investing in adult education services we help promote our greatest asset – the entrepreneurial American 
worker,‖ said 3rd District Congressman John P. Sarbanes, at a Sept. 12 press conference presented by 
the South Baltimore Learning Center (SBLC) and the Maryland Association for Adult Community and 
Continuing Education (MAACCE).  

 

Held at SBLC, the press conference drew over 100 people and was filmed by two TV stations. The event 
marked the start of the third annual National Adult Education and Family Literacy Week, proclaimed by the 
U.S. Senate and supported by the National Coalition for Literacy, National Adult Education and Family 
Literacy Week to raise awareness of the critical role adult education and family literacy plays in our country, 
in our economy, and for the nation’s well-being. 

 

For the third year in a row, a House resolution (H. Res. 385) was proposed designating the week of Sept. 12 
as National Adult Education and Family Literacy Week 2011. For the very first time, the Senate passed a 
similar bipartisan resolution (S. Res. 258) recognizing the same week as National Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Week.  

 

―Congressman Sarbanes cares so much about adult literacy and is a true champion for the citizens of 
Maryland who need these services. We are so pleased that, for the third year in a row, he requested to hold 
a press conference at SBLC to recognize this national awareness event,‖ said Sonia Socha, SBLC 
executive director and MAACCE public policy chairperson and board member. ―The purpose is to raise 
public awareness of adult education and literacy, and to garner support for increased funding and access to 
adult literacy services.‖ 

 

A founding member of the House Literacy Caucus, Sarbanes is an original sponsor of the House  

resolution. Others in the Maryland delegation to sign the resolutions were Sen.  Barbara Mikulski, Sen. 
Benjamin Cardin, Rep, Elijah Cummings and Rep. C.A. “Dutch” Ruppersberger, who prepared the 
following statement: 

“As we work to create high-quality jobs that will propel Maryland’s economy forward, the issue of 
adult literacy is more critical than ever. “Working to improve basic skills with an emphasis on literacy 
and math will help more Americans get, retain or advance in a job and, more importantly, achieve a 
family-sustaining income. I am proud to support the goals of the National Coalition for Literacy and 
Family Literacy Week 2011.” 
 

In addition to Rep. Sarbanes and Socha, press conference speakers included Michelle R. Brown (assistant to 
Sen. Mikulski), Lynn Selmser, (government relations director, National Council of State Directors of Adult 
Education), Ralph Galvin (Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation adult secondary 
education specialist, Division of  Workforce Development and Adult Learning); Randy Shipe (MAACCE 
president), Anne Schroth (SBLC Board President), SBLC graduates, Greg Lewis, Peggy Butler-Watson, 

Daryl Witherspoon (SBLC learner) and Fatima Boudouch (BCCC English as a Second Language Learner).  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hres385ih/pdf/BILLS-112hres385ih.pdf


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congressman John Sarbanes of 

Maryland’s 3
rd

 District held a press 

conference at South Baltimore Learning 

Center to kick off Adult Education & 

Family Literacy Week. About 70 people 

attended the conference on September 

12
th

 that was sponsored by Maryland 

Association for Adult Community and 

Continuing Education and South 

Baltimore Learning Center. 

 

Speakers from the AEFL Press conference 

includes Congressman John Sarbanes; 

Ralph Gavin,  Adult Secondary Education 

Specialist at DLLR Division of Workforce 

and Adult Learning; Sonia Socha, 

Executive Director of South Baltimore 

Learning Center; Anne Schroth,  Board 

President of South Baltimore Learning 

Center;  Michelle Brown, Assistant to U.S.  

Senator Barbara Mikulski and Jeff Carter, 

Board Representative of National Coalition 

for Literacy. In the back row are Lynn 

Selmser, Government Relations Director of 

National Council of State Adult Education 

Directors and Randy Shipe, President of 

Maryland Association of Adult Community 

and Continuing Education.  

 

Congressman Sarbanes and Assistant to 

Barbara Mikulski, Michelle Brown, 

take time after the press conference to 

talk with many of the learners and 

graduates of SBLC.  Learners and 

graduates who spoke during the press 

conference are Daryl Witherspoon, 

Gregory Lewis, Fatima Boudouch, and 

Peggie Butler-Watson (not pictured). 

 



 

Check out what Congressman Sarbanes has to say about the press conference: 
http://sarbanes.house.gov/release_details.asp?id=300 

 

Check out Daryl’s story on WBAL 
http://www.wbaltv.com/video/29158505/detail.html 

 

Find out more about National Coalition for Literacy and AEFL 
http://www.national-coalition-literacy.org/ 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date 
 

 

 

       SPREAD THE NEWS!  
 

2012 MAACCE Annual Conference 
 

MAACCE: Lighting the Path 
 

May 10 - 11, 2012 
 

Crowne Plaza Timonium 
 

 

 Great lineup of exciting breakout session 
 

 Learn from expert practitioners across the State 
 

 Cheer for our award winners 
 

 Have fun catching up with your colleagues!  
 

 

“Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.”  

Malcolm Forbes 

http://sarbanes.house.gov/release_details.asp?id=300
http://www.wbaltv.com/video/29158505/detail.html
http://www.national-coalition-literacy.org/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/malcolmfor102078.html


 

MAACCE FALL WORKSHOPS 
 

ESOL Workshop in Baltimore City 
 

On Saturday, September 17, twenty-seven MAACCE members 

(veteran and new!) from central Maryland and as far away as the 

Eastern shore and Harford County gathered to discuss a variety of 

issues and challenges about teaching ESOL. Topics included working 

with low level learners, working with high level learners, and 

encouraging learner persistence.  

 

Our thanks to the facilitators: Gusman Edouard (Greater Homewood 

Adult Learning Center), Ruth Fox (Baltimore Reads), and Diana 

Siemer (Esperanza Center). Charlotte Van Londen, from the Department of Labor, Licensing 

and Regulation, delivered opening comments, and Heather Ritchie from the Montgomery 

Coalition for Adult English Literacy (MCAEL) offered a closing conversation on how 

MCAEL operates.  

 

Go to the MAACCE website to see brainstorming and sharing notes: 

http://www.maaccemd.org/index.php?page=professional-

developmment-archives 
 

*COMING UP*  
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Tom Sticht will present on functional workplace literacy. Howard Community College 

has graciously agreed to host our Friday, October 28 workshop from one of adult education’s 

best known researchers and presenters. This will be an all-day session; however registration 

is closed and there is a wait list. 

 

An outline of Dr. Sticht’s professional career can be found here: 

http://www.nald.ca/library/research/sticht/nov01/page1.htm 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Todd Elliott 

Greater Homewood Community Corporation 
 

http://www.maaccemd.org/index.php?page=professional-developmment-archives
http://www.maaccemd.org/index.php?page=professional-developmment-archives
http://www.nald.ca/library/research/sticht/nov01/page1.htm


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National External Diploma Program 
 

 

 This is a very exciting time for the National External Diploma Program.  Big changes are 
happening, and Maryland is right in the middle of them. Charles County is up and running with the 
Workforce Skills Certification.  Once completed, this will satisfy the individual skill evaluation and 
result in a certificate recognized in the workplace that will be helpful to the client in obtaining 
future employment.  
 
 The Calvert and Howard sites are piloting Health Competency, and in doing so, are also 
piloting a new format for delivery of the NEDP.  With the updating of the competencies, we are 
moving online with the task booklets and interviews.  This will require new training for 
Advisors/Assessors and solid orientation for clients, but it won’t be anything that 
Advisors/Assessors can’t handle. There are six more competency areas to be piloted.  They will be 
rolled out every six to eight weeks through the year, and all sites in Maryland will have the 
opportunity to participate.   
 
 Thinking of all the changes we have absorbed so far, and those that are to come, might give 
pause to a lesser group of professionals! 
 
 
Submitted by:   
 
Mary Gutowski 
Calvert County Public Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.”  

John Dewey 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johndewey154060.html


 

ESL: Grammar Hints for Teaching Spanish Speakers, Part 1 

      By Susanne Gardner, ESL Instructor, MCI-J 

          
 Teaching English grammar is important wherever there are students in an academic setting.  In an 

English as a Second Language (ESL) class, grammar is best defined as the rules for learning formal 

language.  Correctional education students understand the concept of rules and what one can and cannot do.  

At the Maryland Correctional Institution in Jessup (MCI-J), ESL students are learning that the rules for the 

English language may be different than or similar to the rules for their language.  

 

At MCI-J ESL students are encouraged to enter the general education program when they have 

attained a 2.0 on the McGraw-Hill Test for Adult Basic Education (TABE) in Language and Reading.  At 

that time, they are promoted to the Reading Academy, which is also referred to as Basic Literacy.  It is for 

this reason that they are taught basic grammar rules of the English language.  Because all of the ESL students 

at MCI-J speak Spanish, it is easy to utilize a contrastive analysis approach when teaching basic grammar 

principles.  This contrastive approach simply calls attention to the differences and similarities in Spanish and 

English, and these differences and similarities are pointed out in class.  This is sometimes referred to as form-

focused instruction.   I have found that my adult Latino students appreciate seeing both languages presented 

equally and the rules discussed appropriately. 

 

Here are some of the basic grammar rules that anyone can teach: 

 

Capitalization—This is important for English and Spanish proper nouns, however, Spanish does not use 

capitalization for days and months.  Example:  Although we write Monday in English; lunes is not 

capitalized.   

 

S Plural Formation—Adding s for plural formation is similar in English and Spanish, so just as we use the 

plural word books, in Spanish the plural is libros.  Although there are many irregular plural nouns in English 

(children, teeth, geese), plural words in Spanish all have the “s or es” suffix.   

 

Writing the Date—Month Day, Year—is the preferred format in English, as in 

September 20, 2011.  In Spanish the preferred style is Day Month Year (no comma), as in 20 septiembre 

2011. Additionally, my students do not always hear the difference between “day” and “date” so it becomes 

prudent to discuss and write both words.  The TABE practice booklet also gives instruction in the preferred 

English date format, including comma usage. 

 

Apostrophes are not used in Spanish, and they can cause a major headache for English language learners.  Is 

it possessive?  Is it a contraction?  These are distinctions that must be fully explained and practiced. 

 

Contractions should be taught in reading exercises so that students recognize the meaning, but they do not 

need to be taught as writing skills.  Most academic programs do not allow contraction usage in essays, so 

reading comprehension is sufficient.  Because there are only two contractions in the Spanish language (del 

and al), the numerous English contractions can be overwhelming for beginning students.    
 

. . . . To Be Continued      
 

“He who opens a school door, closes a prison.”  

Victor Hugo 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/victorhugo104893.html


 

"Fidos for Freedom" 
 

For the last four years, one of our Adult Basic Education 

classes at Howard Community College has been very 

fortunate to be the recipient of the volunteer program  

"Fidos for Freedom".  This is a non-profit organization 

located in Laurel, Maryland, composed of dedicated 

volunteers who strive to improve the quality of life for 

people living in the Baltimore-Washington area, through the 

use of Hearing Dogs, Service Dogs, and Therapy Dogs. 

 The Therapy Dog Handlers pass a stringent entrance exam and are required to attend many 

training sessions with their dogs.  The dogs have to meet temperament and obedience 

requirements. 

 

For one hour twice a month, up to nine teams of Dog Handlers and Therapy Dogs have 

worked one-on-one with our adult reading students.  This program is part of the literacy 

DEAR Program (Dogs Educating and Assisting Readers) that has been so successful in local 

schools and libraries with children.  The idea is that children focus better and are not as 

concerned about their reading limitations when there is a dog present.  Children are often 

more willing to interact with an animal than another person in an environment that is positive 

and relaxed.  Because this program has worked so well with children, the director of Fidos for 

Freedom approached Howard Community College with the idea of working with adults 

seeking to improve their reading skills.  After talking to the teacher involved, it was agreed to 

try the idea.  There was some hesitation at first by a few of the student readers, but that 

quickly melted away due to the wonderful way the Dog Handlers demonstrated the dog's 

tricks and obedience.  The class was hooked and soon looked forward to the visits.  Each 

team was paired with 1-2 students and read aloud for an hour from books of their choice, 

either provided by the college or brought from home.  Last year, one of our students was 

scheduled to take her citizenship test.  Her Handler patiently practiced reading and answering 

the practice questions with her for several sessions, and she passed her test with flying colors! 

 We have had other students practicing their reading from a Caregiver's course, and students 

studying from the Driver's Education Manual.  All with similar results!  We have had 

impressive score increases on our CASAS post test results.  

 

We are looking forward to another year of working with 

Fidos for Freedom, and can't thank them enough for the 

many hours that they dedicate to our adult readers.  

 

Submitted by:  

 

Brenda Cohen 

Howard Community College 
 
 



 

        
                                 NUMBER SERIES    by  Mr. J 

 

Number series problems are great classroom math activities because they provide critical thinking 

exercises for students. They can be used as class energizers/opening activities, ice-breakers, to test the 

student’s understanding of number relationships and patterns, and to reinforce a newly learned concept. 

Series can be constructed to provide the students practice in dealing with all four math operations (+, -, x, ÷), 

as well as dealing with fractions, decimals, negative numbers and even algebra. 

A mathematical series is a list of numbers or terms showing a pattern arranged by following a 

particular rule. When you figure out the rule, you can find other terms in the series. To identify the pattern, 

the student must find out how one number became the one following it. The same pattern must continue 

throughout the series, so sometimes the rule is different than first thought.  

The following number series questions provide several examples of how this activity can reinforce 

learning in the classroom. Study the examples, and then in the exercises that follow, find the next number in 

the series, and describe the pattern. They go from very simple to more complex, so can be used for a variety 

of ability levels. Notice also there are some variations in how these questions are asked which is helpful in 

making the students aware of how number series questions might be asked on the GED test.  
 

√ What is the next number in this series?    2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  _____ 

 (Answer:   14     The pattern is even numbers or numbers increased by 2.) 

√ What is the next number in this series?    4,   8,   12,   16,   20,   24,   _____ 

 (Answer:   28     The pattern is multiples of 4.) 

√ What is the next number in this series?    6,  3,  0,  -3,  -6,  _____          (Answer:   -9    The pattern is subtract 3.) 

√ Algebra series:    2401x,  343x,  49x,  7x,   _____                                  (Answer:   x    The pattern is divide by 7.) 
 

Try these: 

1.   1,  2,  4,  7,  11,  16,  22, _____   

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

2.   0, 1,  1,  2,  3,  5,  8,  13,  _____    

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

3.   2,  3,  5,  7,  11,  13,  17,  19,  23,  _____   

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

4.   1,  4,  9,  16,  25,  36,  49,  _____    

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

5.   7,  18,  29,  41,  52,  63,  74,  _____ 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 
 

Advanced:  

6.   _____,  5,  9,  13,  17…….. 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

7.   21,  12,   _____,  - 6,  - 15……. 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

8.   96,  48,  24,  12,  6,  _____ 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

9.   1.5,  3,  4.5,  6,  7.5,  9,  10.5,  12,  _____ 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 

10.    ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  _____ 

  Pattern: ________________________________________ 



 

More advanced: 

11.    b,  5b
2
,  25b

3
,  125b

4
,  625b

5
, _____ 

  Pattern: _________________________________________ 

12.   6,  -12,  24,  -48,  96,  -192,  _____ 

  Pattern: _________________________________________ 

13.   2.78,  3.83,  4.88,  5.93,  6.98,  8.03, _____ 

  Pattern: _________________________________________ 

14.   ,  ,  ,  ,  _____ 

  Pattern: _________________________________________   

15.   8,  17,  35,  71,  143,  287,  575,  _____ 

  Pattern: _________________________________________ 

 

Challenge 1:  What is the 8
th

 term in this series?  (Hint: how a question might be asked on the GED test.) 

  -5,  -3,  -1,  +1,  +3,  +5, ………..   Pattern: ___________________________________ 
 

Challenge 2:  What is the next number in this series?  81,  27,  9,  3,  1,  _____ 
 

Challenge 3:  Using the equation y = 3x + 1, what is the series of numbers that y equals when x equals all 

                      whole positive numbers ≤ 5       _____,  _____,  _____,  _____,  _____ 
 

Challenge 4:  The Baltimore Women’s Club was having a charity raffle and sold a limited number of tickets 

                       For $100 each. The tickets were numbered 0101 through 0300. Each winner would receive 

                       $500 and the winning tickets were all ticket numbers that were evenly divisible by lucky 13. 

a. How much money was taken in by the club? _____ 

b. How many winners were there? _____ 

c. What series of numbers were winners? ____________________________________ 

d. What was the net profit made by the club after the winners were paid? ___________  

Challenge 5:   

 Sandra started playing golf in 1993. Disappointed with her scores, she began taking lessons. The 

following graph shows her improvement. If she continues to improve at the same rate as shown, at what 

point should she be able to break 80? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

              

 

 

              a) Jan-96        b) July-96        c) Jan-97        d) July-97        e) Not enough information given. 
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This mathematics article was written by Jay Willetts and is a regular feature in the MAACCE newsletter. Jay is often 

called upon to present informative math workshops for instructors and students on all levels of GED math. He has 

presented at the local, state and national levels, and authored numerous math worksheets and a GED Math Workbook. 

Jay Willetts, Adult Education Math Specialist, 401-952-6724, mr.jgedrx@comcast.net 



 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Join us on Facebook:                                                       
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/MAACCE/135869909789248 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Special announcement: 
 

To encourage our members to read the MAACCE Newsletter thoroughly and to reward those who do, 

starting with this issue a question concerning adult education will be asked and the answer will be hidden in 

the newsletter. The answer could be a name, a photo, a math answer, or just about anything. Some parts of 

the question may require a bit of research.  The first MAACCE member that responds with the correct 

answer and its location in the newsletter will be awarded with a $20 gift card.  
 

Please respond to: jaywilletts@comcast.net. 

MAACCE Board Members are not eligible to participate. 

Good Luck! 

 

Questions for this issue:           Who is the current United States Secretary of Education? 

    What is the Department he/she heads? 

   What is their number in line for the succession for President? 

      

 

 

MAACCE 
 

C/O Laurie Askins 
St. Mary’s County  

Public Schools 
PO Box 709 

Leonardtown, MD  20650 
 

E-MAIL: 
lkaskins@smcps.org 

 
We’re on the web! 

See us at: 
www.maaccemd.org 

MAACCE Matters is published quarterly coordinating with 
the seasons. If you would like to furnish an article or supply 
information for MAACCE members, contact Jay Willetts at 

jaywilletts@comcast.net 

 

 
 

About Our Organization… 
 

The Maryland Association for Adult, Community 

and Continuing Education is a non-profit 

organization providing leadership in Maryland for 

those interested in advancing education as a lifelong 

process. MAACCE provides a central forum for a 

wide variety of adult, community and continuing 

education groups and encourages organizations and 

agencies in Maryland to cooperate in a broad 

spectrum of educational programs and activities in 

support of the lifelong learning concept. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/MAACCE/135869909789248
mailto:jaywilletts@comcast.net
mailto:maacce@gmail.com
mailto:jaywilletts@comcast.net

