
 

“There Was Standing Room Only” 

From the President’s Desk  2         Meet The Board                 3           Scholarships, Grants, and Awards      4 
ESL Web Resources              5         Update From MSDE      6            Statewide Highlights                10 
 

M A AC C E  M AT T E R S  

MAACCE HONORS MARYLAND’S OUTSTANDING 
ADULT  STUDENTS 

 The MAACCE 2006 Outstanding Stu-
dent Award winners are a diverse group of 
individuals, each with an inspiring story.  
They range in age from those in their teens 
to those in their seventies.  Most are work-
ing full-time and many are working more 
than full-time.  Most are taking care of 
families, some of ailing family members. 
Many are fighting medical conditions in-
cluding cancer, stroke, and heart condi-
tions. Some are recovering from drug and 
alcohol problems.  For many of these 
learners, it has taken years to reach their 
goal of earning a high school diploma.  
Others are still in the process of earning a 
diploma, building skills that are helping 
them to better contribute to their families 
and communities. 
 What these honorees have in common 
is a commitment to progress and the dedi-
cation and persistence it takes to achieve 
that progress, no matter what obstacles 
they encounter and no matter how few 

educational opportunities were available 
to them as children.  In addition to their 
own successes, these students continue to 
work for the success of their classmates.  
Many have returned to their classes and 
learning centers as volunteers or mentors.  
Several have taken time to testify at con-
gressional hearings in Annapolis in sup-
port of increased funding for Maryland’s 
adult education programs.  They all con-
tinue to be life-long learners.  Many have 
gone to college and been successful.  It is 
a privilege to honor all of these out-
standing learners and their accomplish-
ments.  This year’s winners include Hazel 
Brown, Constance Brown, Kerry Branch, 
Ja’net Buchmiller, Antonio Coleman, Ar-
thur Fleming, Tamara Green, Mia Harvey, 
Jeanette King, Alberta Lyn LaMarr, Mar-
garet Lewis, Paul Martin, Lacy McDon-
ald, Jessica Parks, Ronald Thompson, 
Betty Jo Troutman, and Dwayne Tucker, 
Sr. 
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Dear MAACCE Members and Friends of Adult Educa-
tion, 
 
 It’s difficult to believe that we’re already moving 
into the holidays.  As President of the MAACCE Board, 
I’d like to take this opportunity to give thanks to some 
very special people who work for adult literacy behind 
the scenes.  First, I’d like to thank our out-going Presi-
dent, Carol Osgood, who served on the Board for several 
years before she became President.  She also arranges the 
Book Auction that takes place every year at our annual 
conference, including typing all those book cards and 
keeping track of the auction bids.  Aside from that, she 
did an excellent job as President, working for all of us to 
make MAACCE a better organization that serves every-
one involved in adult literacy.  Thank you, Carol. 
 
 Next, I’d like to thank the members of the Board I 
have worked with for the past 3 ½ years:  Jim Younger, 
our Secretary; Becky Lessey, our Treasurer, Brad Keller, 
Nathalia Gordon, Ronnie Nudleman, Dave Cauffman, 
Gail Drake, Barbara Denman, Sonia Socha, and Patricia 
Bennett, our MSDE Liaison. In addition, a big thank you 
goes out to Betty Sonneveldt who takes care of all the 
awards each year, including the plaques, the flowers, the 
booklets, and the meeting and greeting of each award 
winner.  They all put their hearts and souls into serving 
you and our students. 
 
 Also, I am thankful for our new Board members who 
have joined us this year:  Melinda Brown, Helene War-
ranch, John Willetts, and Sandi Myrick-Nelson. Wel-
come and thank you for your dedication and willingness 
to give of your time. Hopefully, more of you will join us 
next year! 
 
 My goals this year are to continue to support MSDE 
and other agencies in their quest for State funding, im-
prove communication between the Board and member-
ship, improve the association website, and grow the 
membership.  With the change in administration of the 
government, it is especially important that we send as 
many of the postcards out that we can to get our repre-
sentatives’ attention.  For information about the post 

cards, contact Sonia Socha at 
SSocha@southbaltimorelearns.org. 
 
 I want to remind everyone that our conference’s 
theme this year is “Second Chance.”  This could also be 
our mission for the entire year and beyond because this is 
what we’re all about.  We are all about giving our stu-
dents second chances, and often many more than that 
because many of our students are “stop outs.”  We as ad-
ministrators, instructors, volunteers, and stake holders 
need to do our best to meet the needs of our “second 
chancers.”  All too often, we’re their last chance.  As 
your organization, MAACCE wants to help our member-
ship meet these goals.  We ask if you have questions or 
concerns, to please contact us.  We also ask that if you 
have innovative or creative examples to share with the 
membership to please share with the editors of MAACCE 
MATTERS.  We’d love to feature your “Second Chance” 
creation in the newsletter.  The next newsletter will go 
out in late February.  Please send contributions to    
maaccematters@yahoo.com . 
 
 Lastly, I’d like to share MAACCE’s Mission State-
ment (written on the back of this newsletter), which is 
why we exist as an organization.  Read it and think about 
who we are and what our mission is. 
 
 I am thankful for the entire membership of 
MAACCE.  Without you, we couldn’t give anyone a 
“Second Chance.”  I wish you a safe, peaceful, and beau-
tiful holiday season.  I look forward to serving as your 
President and working toward meeting your needs. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cindy Fischer 

  From the President’s Corner  

Thank You!



 

 
 
 

 
 Hello, my name is Patricia Bennett. I am the State Direc-
tor of Adult Education for Maryland. I manage the Adult Edu-
cation Instructional Services Section and the GED Testing Of-
fice Section at the Maryland State Department of Education.  
 Our offices provide state leadership, technical assistance, 
and funding ($14Million in FY 07) to 35 local grantees state-
wide to deliver instructional services. We also administer the 
Maryland State Adult Literacy Resource Center, which is oper-
ated under a grant to University of Maryland Baltimore 
County. The Resource Center provides professional develop-
ment, technical assistance for online instruction, a toll free 
statewide hotline for information and referral. The GED Test-
ing Office tests 10,000 Marylanders statewide annually and 
awards more than 6,000 high school diplomas to individuals 
who pass the GED Tests. My Board position is not an elected 
one. I am the designated liaison between MAACCE and the 
Maryland State Department of Education. 
  

 My name is Melinda Brown. I am the ABE/GED Coordi-
nator for St. Mary's County Public Schools. I have been in this 
position for almost 7 years. Before that I taught elementary 
school, middle school, alternative high school, community col-
lege, GED and ESL classes. So you can see, I have had a very 
checkered career! I have been a member of MAACCE for at 
least 9 years and felt it was time to give back. 
 

 I’m David Cauffman.  I’ve been a MAACCE Member for 
23 years and currently serve as Vice President for Correctional 
Education.  I’m Principal at Maryland Correctional Institution-
Hagerstown.  I would like to see more Correctional Educators 
involved with this organization and I would also like to sub-
stantially increase the numbers of vendors participating at the 
annual conference.  
 

 I’m Barbara Denman, Vice President for ESOL. I am 
currently ESL Specialist for the Prince George's County Public 
Schools Adult Education program.  I am also an ESL consult-
ant and trainer, and a textbook author.  As a board member, I 
work to represent the interests of adult ESL/ESOL teachers, 
administrators, and students in Maryland.  
 

 Hello, my name is Nathalia Gordon.  I am a Program 
Consultant with Friends of the Family, Inc. and the Saturday 
Program Coordinator for The Learning Bank of C.O.I.L. in 
Baltimore City.  I have been involved in the Adult Education 
field for more than 15 years and involved with Family Literacy 
for over 8 years.  As Vice President of Family Literacy, I hope 
to network and share my insight and experience with adult 
educators, support the value of learning and education, and to 
assist in the expansion of knowledge and empowerment for 
families. 

 My name is Becky Lessey and I am  the Treasurer of 
MAACCE.  I work at Howard Community College as the 
Director of Basic Skills and Foreign-born Programs.   This is 
my second year as Treasurer and I hope to make sure that the 
membership list is in better order and that all financial matters 
are handled in a timely manner. 
 

 I am Brad Keller and I have been a member of the 
MAACCE Board of Directors since the fall of 1992.  I served 
as the Vice President for Correctional Education until the sum-
mer of 1997.  I was President-Elect for the 1997-1998 year and 
President during the 1998-1999 year.  In the summer of 1999 I 
became what is now the Vice President of the Public Policy 
Committee.  As such, I have been the leader of a very capable 
group that has educated the Maryland General Assembly on 
the benefits and needs of adult education.  During this time, 
our committee has been able to get the state appropriation for 
adult education raised from $753,000 to almost $5,500,000.  
This amount should raise another $1,500,000 on July 1, 2007.  
We will be working this winter on trying to get a method of 
acquiring state funds for adult education that is based on such 
factors such as the cost of instruction and the number of stu-
dents.  We are hopeful the method of funding will lead to a 
phase in of substantially increased  state appropriations for 
adult education. 
 

 I'm Roni Nudelman, Vice President for Community and 
Continuing Education.  I coordinate the External Diploma Pro-
gram in Howard County, which is located at Howard Commu-
nity College.  I also coordinate the External Diploma Program 
in Anne Arundel County as part of the Anne Arundel County 
Public School System.  In additional, I serve as a member of 
the MAACCE Public Policy Committee.  
 Being a staff member of adult education programs in both 
the public school and community college settings has given me 
a unique perspective on how we, as adult educators, reach out 
to potential learners in need of our services.  I am working on 
increasing the public awareness of the availability of our pro-
gram's services. I want to continue to encourage the adults who 
earn a high school credential through the EDP Program to fur-
ther their educational experiences with programs offered at the 
community college level.  I also plan to continue working with 
the Public Policy Committee to make the legislature  aware of 
the ever growing need for adult education and literacy services 
all over Maryland. 
 

 My name is Jim Younger and I am Board Secretary.  I am 
currently Principal of the Correctional Education School at the 
Maryland Correctional Institution-Jessup.  I am a long time 
MAACCE member and supporter. 

Meet MAACCE’s Board of Directors 
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  Scholarships, Grants, and Awards 

Congratulations to all MAACCE 2006 Scholarship, 
Grant and Award winners.  While we continue to 
honor 2006 winners, it is not too early to consider nomi-
nating an outstanding student, volunteer, staff member 
or supervisor to honor at MAACCE’s 2007 Annual 
Conference this spring.  If there is anyone in your com-
munity whose efforts enable, inspire or promote life 
long learning, share their contributions with the entire 
Maryland adult education field by nominating them for 
an award.  You never know how many people your 
nominee might inspire as they learn about his or her ef-
forts and successes.  Nominating is easy.  Just download 
the application from www.maaccemd.org and explain 
how your nominee meets the standards described in the 
award description.  Email your nomination to bsonne-
veldt@literacycouncil.org.  Winners have nomination 
letters that provide specific examples so please be spe-
cific about how your nominee meets the designated cri-
teria.   The deadline for nominations is March 15, 2007.   
You must be a MAACCE member to nominate.  Awards 
will be made according to the following categories and 
criteria:  
 
Aide / Assistant Instructor Award: To an individual 
for outstanding service in assisting and supporting stu-
dents in their educational endeavors.  
2006 Winner: Winifred Petronis, Rosedale Center 
A.M. GED Program, Baltimore 
 
Administrator Award: For exemplary service in the 
profession and commendable leadership in the field of 
adult, community or continuing education.  
2006 Winner: Roni Nudelman, Anne Arundel 
County EDP, Howard County EDP, Somerset 
County EDP 
 
Practitioner / Facilitator Award: For meritorious ser-
vice, valuable support and/or assistance to adult, com-
munity or continuing education activities.  
2006 Winner:  Margaret (Peggy) Skaggs, Howard 
Community College 
 
Teacher / Instructor Award: For outstanding service 
to learners and/or developed methods or materials.  

2006 Winner: Pat Bush, Rosedale Center A.M. GED 
Program, Baltimore 
  
Business / Agency Collaborator Award: To a business 
or agency for valuable support and assistance to adult, 
community or continuing education  
 
Community Award: To an institution for valuable sup-
port and assistance to adult, community or continuing 
education.  
 Research Award: To an individual for outstanding in-
vestigative study in adult, community or continuing edu-
cation.  
 
Technology Award: To an individual or an organiza-
tion for innovative use of technology. 
 
Student Award: For outstanding efforts and accom-
plishments toward the student’s goal.   
2006 Winners: Kerry Branch, Howard Community 
College, EDP; Constance Bell, Baltimore City EDP; 
Hazel Brown, Literacy Council of Prince George’s 
County; Ja’net Buckmiller, Calvert County Public 
Schools Adult Education Program; Antonio Coleman, 
Rosedale Center A.M. GED Program, Baltimore; Ar-
thur Fleming, Greater Homewood Adult Literacy Pro-
gram, Baltimore City; Tamara Green,  OIC EDP, Anne 
Arundel County; Mia Harvey, Dorchester County Judy 
Center; Jeanette King, Baltimore City EDP; Alberta 
Lyn LaMarr, Anne Arundel County EDP; Margaret 
Lewis, Anne Arundel; Paul Martin, South Baltimore 
Learning Center; Lacey McDonald, Rosedale Center 
A.M. GED Program, Baltimore; Jessica Parks, Worces-
ter County; Ronald Thompson, Literacy Council of 
Prince George’s County; Betty Joe Troutman, Anne 
Arundel; Dwayne Tucker, Sr., South Baltimore Learn-
ing Center 
 
Volunteer Award: For outstanding volunteer service 
rendered to adults in the lifelong learning process.  
2006 Winner: Ronald Thompson, Literacy Council 
of Prince George’s County. 
 
Continued on next page... 



  

Awards continued 
 
 
Regina Melio Scholarship: To college enrollees who 
have scored over 3000 on the GED and have demon-
strated a commitment to lifelong learning.  This schol-
arship provides up to $500 per year toward college 
tuition, fees and books. 
2006 Winners: Natalie Beall, Shepherd University, 
Sponsor: Frederick County Public Schools; Donald 
Behan, Anne Arundel Community College, Sponsor: 
Anne Arundel Community College Success Through 
Education Program; Elizabeth Care, Towson Univer-
sity, Sponsor: Allegany County Public Schools; Lind-
say Davis, Harford Community College, Sponsor: 
Harford Community College ; Mia Harvey, Chesa-
peake College, Sponsor: Dorchester County Public 
Schools; Candace Little, Baltimore City Community 
College, Sponsor: South Baltimore Learning Center; 
Christina Martin, Baltimore City Community Col-
lege, Sponsor: South Baltimore Learning Center; 
James Merrill, Community College of Baltimore 
County, Sponsor: Baltimore County Public Schools; 
Lisa Lynn Messenger, University of Baltimore, 
Sponsor: South Baltimore Learning Center; Jennifer 
Whipple, Smith College, Sponsor: Charles County 
Public Schools, Prince George’s Community College; 
Juliette Whipple, Prince George’s Community Col-
lege, Sponsor: Charles County Public Schools 
  
Joseph P. DeSantis and Judy Costa Nagel Scholar-
ship: To adult education providers to distribute schol-
arships of up to $100 per student for high school cre-
dentialing or ESOL / ESL instruction and up to $300 
per student for community college or vocational edu-
cation expenses 
 
2006 Winners: Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
EDP; Howard Community College; Dundalk High 
School GED Program; Washington County Family 
Center; Frederick County Public Schools EDP; Liter-
acy County of Prince George’s County MD, Inc. 
 
Joseph W. Zebley Grant: To teachers or administra-
tors for conducting research or special projects de-
signed to improve learning opportunities for adult ba-
sic education students. 
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Web Resources for ESL 
by Barbara Denman 

 

 Here’s a list of Web resources for ESL, from 
the Prince George’s County Adult Education pro-
gram’s ESL List: 
 

 A great 'classic' ESL tips article is still available 
on the web.  The article, ABC's for Tutors: 26 
Teaching Tips, by Shirley Brod, suggests ways to 
teach and integrate all 4 language skills and vo-
cabulary, ways to use games and group activities, 
ways to use student-generated material, Total 
Physical Response, and much more.  The article is a 
wonderful resource for new and experienced ESL 
teachers. 
AT:  http://eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2/
content_storage_01/0000000b/80/11/36/4d.pdf  
 

 Hands-on English's article, 40 Helpful Hints & 
Tips for Making your ESL Teaching Easier and 
More Fun, is available free on their website.  The 
article has some excellent suggestions for no-cost, 
interactive activities, and is well worth a look even 
if you've seen it before. 
AT:  http://www.handsonenglish.com/40tips.html 
For more information or to subscribe to the maga-
zine, go to http://www.handsonenglish.com . . 

 

 Indian River Community College in Florida 
publishes a web-based training program for adult 
ESL instructors.  The Adult ESL Instructional 
Strategies page includes excellent information 
on adult second language acquisition, ESL teaching 
approaches, instructional strategies, teaching meth-
odologies, tips and activities, and more.  Also see 
the list of Teaching Cautions and list of Helpful 
Hints. 
AT:  http://www/ircc.edu/html/esol/app_g.html  
 

 Realistically assessing learners' needs and address-
ing instruction to meet them is a strategy often quoted in 
articles on improving learner retention in adult pro-
grams.  The Arlington Education and Employ-
ment Program (REEP), a nationally-known adult ESL 
program in Arlington, VA, has a number of resources 
for needs assessment and goal setting with learners on 
its website.  Sample needs assessment activities, needs 
assessment lesson plans, and processes and resources for 
individual goal setting are included. 
AT:  http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/instruct/ctae/
adult_ed/REEP/reepcurriculum/



Maryland Literacy Works Leadership 
Excellence Academy 
 
Maryland has been selected as one of only 
three states nationally to participate in the first 
national Leadership Excellence Academy, 
funded by Verizon, and developed by ProLiter-
acy America and the National Adult Education 
Professional Development Consortia 
(NAEPDC).  The Academy will enable Mary-
land to jumpstart the implementation of a state 
system of professional development, which 
recognizes that local leadership is an essential 
factor for learner achievement. The Academy is 
a pathway to national certification in the field 
of adult education.  Twenty Maryland manag-
ers from local programs are participating. 
 
Stepping Up to the Future Campaign 
 
In August, MSDE initiated the “Stepping Up to 
the Future” campaign to increase the enroll-
ment in adult education literacy, basic skills, 
and GED classes. Since state funding for adult 
education has increased significantly, the cam-
paign targets increasing access to classes. The 
campaign kicked off in central Maryland with 
radio ads on popular stations targeting the out 
of school youth most likely to pass the GED. 
Colorful flyers and posters are being printed for 
distribution to local programs for use in out-
reach. So far, the campaign has resulted in an 
overwhelming increase in inquiries about GED 
instruction through the Maryland hotline 888-
GoGEDGo. Potential students contacting the 

hotline are briefly interviewed and referred to 
local programs. 
 
GED e-business Portal  
 
Maryland succeeded in earning $463,985 in ad-
ditional federal WIA incentive funding for 
adult education for FY 07 as a result of local 
programs exceeding the federal performance 
measures. Some of the funding will be used to 
continue the design of a web based GED  
e-business portal to bring online registration for 
the GED Tests. It will also have other features 
such as reporting of test scores, transcript re-
quests and diploma verification. Some of the 
funding was also used to enable MSDE grant-
ees to pay for the cost of GED Testing for stu-
dents who get a passing score on the Official 
GED Practice Test. 
 
Funding Outlook for FY08 
 
Federal funding for Adult Education is antici-
pated to be level for FY08 even though the out-
come of reauthorization of the Workforce In-
vestment Act is unclear and the appropriations 
process is not yet complete. 
 
The Maryland General Assembly did not adopt 
the funding formula recommended by the 2005 
Superintendent’s Panel on Excellence in Adult 
Education. They did authorize an additional ap-
propriation for Adult Education with an addi-
tional $1.5 million promised for FY08. State 

Update from the Maryland State Department of Education 
Adult Education and Literacy Services Branch 
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Update from the Maryland State Department of Education 

funding for adult education is $5.3M for FY 
07 and $6.8M for FY 08. 
 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) WIA Re-
authorization 
 
Although the Senate and the House approved 
draft bills that would reauthorize the Work-
force Investment Act until 2011, neither bill 
will make it through this Congress.  The next 
Congress will start all over again, most likely 
using some parts of the previous bills.  An 
analysis of the draft bills can be found on the 
website of the National Council of State Di-
rectors of Adult Education at http://
www.ncsdae.org/About_NCSDAE/
Sidebyside.htm. In addition, there is a Talk-
ing Points document that gives a quick sum-
mary of the key issues identified by the State 
Directors. 
 
Why is the legislation important to you? 
It authorizes the $9 Million which comprises 
58% of the funding for local adult education 
programs that receive grants from MSDE. 
This is the funding that enables local pro-
grams to hire teachers and provide classes. 
Proposals from Labor and One Stop advo-
cates, during the session of Congress which is 
ending, would have folded adult education 
funding into block grants. If the new Con-
gress authorizes new legislation, Maryland 
will hold an open competition for grant fund-
ing. 
 
 

Advocacy 
 
The advocacy efforts mounted by the field 
and the general public have been critical to 
adult education at the State and Federal lev-
els.  MAACCE’s Public Policy Committee is 
a leader in this area and will be advocating 
for a funding formula in the next session of 
the General Assembly. Support from every 
member of the adult education community is 
vital. We need to articulate the value of the 
services provided, and to let public officials 
and other stakeholders know the value of 
what you do. For more information, contact 
bkeller @ myactv.net.  
 
Other Maryland Initiatives 
 
Other FY2007 initiatives for AELS include a 
Library Literacy Distance Learning Pilot in 
collaboration with local libraries in Maryland 
(featuring Crossroads Café), a CASAS E-Test 
Pilot to develop computer based CASAS as-
sessments, and the last stages of development 
of an ESL Content Standards Online Course 
for teachers. In addition, ongoing projects in-
clude state workgroups for ESL, Technology 
Standards, Literacy Works Information Sys-
tem (LWIS) Data Verification, and Profes-
sional Standards for Teachers.  Additionally 
MSDE continues to focus on developing op-
portunities for learners in the areas of Work-
place Education and Family Literacy/Family 
Involvement. 
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No Adult Left Behind, May 2006 

Last spring’s annual conference was a huge success.  More than 340 Adult Education 
practitioners, volunteers, administrators, awardees, vendors and others attended.  

Second Chance,  May 10, 11, 2007  
The May conference, Second Chance, is already being planned, and a new site has been 
chosen.  The conference will be held at the Best Western Conference Center on O'Donnell 
Street in Baltimore on May 10 and 11, so mark your calendars now.  Toby’s Dinner Theater 
is also on this site and Fiddler on the Roof will be there during the conference.  Look for 
upcoming emails and newsletters for more information. 
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Adair, Grade 3 
“When my mom goes to school I will 
be so happy that she will speak my 
language.” 

 

Eliza, Grade 6 
“I would like her to learn English and 
a lot of it because one day she told 
me that she would like to know what 
we (my brother and I) were talking 
about.” 
 

Oscar, Grade 5 
“I feel very proud…and I talk to her 
in English and she understands a lit-
tle of what I say.” 
 

Estefani, Grade 2 
“I feel happy because my mom 
speaks English.” 
 

Cindy, Grade 2 
“I like that she is learning. She helps 
me in reading. I help her do her 
homework.” 
 

Jocelyn, Grade 2 
“I am so proud that she is learning 
English and she is saying stuff in 
English. She is the best and I can’t 
believe she changed from only Span-
ish to English.” 
 

Fernando, Grade 2 
“I feel happy that my mom is speak-
ing English and she can help me with 
my homework.” 
 

Elmer, Grade 4 
“I feel happy because they can help 
me with homework and can under-
stand and read English so they don’t 
feel embarrassed. She can do stuff 
now that she’s knowing English.” 
Josue, Grade 4 
“I feel great because she could help 

me on my homework. I could tell her 
stuff in English. She could teach me 
some problems in math…I could be a 
safer person because she could tell 
me where to go because I don’t un-
derstand what she is telling me in 
Spanish.” 
 

Jason, Grade 3 
“I think my mom will get all A’s be-
cause she is a very intelligent mom.” 
 

Jonathan, Grade 2 
“I help my dad with his homework 
when he gets home. I’m happy be-
cause he wants to learn.” 
 

Elibet, Grade 4 
“I am so happy and proud of my 
mom being a student at this school. 
My mom was studying every time to 
go to school. Also, my mom is good 
at English.” 
 

Angel, Grade 5 
“I feel happy because every time I 
don’t know a big word she always 
helps me with it and last time she 
didn’t know English and now that 
she joined English class she is doing 
great.” 
 

Jorge, Grade 6 
“I think my mom and dad are doing 
good. They start practicing English. 

They start to understand my home-
work and helping me. When my 
mom is speaking to a person they 
don’t tell me to translate in Spanish. 
They help me and I thank the teach-
ers too.” 
 

Christian, Grade 3 
“My mom is going to learn Eng-
lish… Now she knows a little bit of 
English. She sometimes has home-
work. Sometimes she likes to speak 
English to me. She is proud of her-
self. She likes birthdays.” 

 

Kemberli, Grade 5 
“I am happy that my mom is in Eng-
lish class because if I need help on 
my homework she can read it and 
help me. And if I am gone she can 
read my little brother’s homework 
and help him. If somebody needs 
help, she can help them. But I will 
miss her when she goes because I 
might not see her at the end of the 
day.” 
 

Jorge, Grade 3 
“It is great to talk more in English.   I 
will help her more on English.” 

From the Children: What Elementary School Students Say about Their Parents Going to School  
Students from Berwyn Heights Elementary School in Prince George’s County were asked to write about how they 
felt about their parents taking English classes at their school in the evening.  Their responses were enlightening.  

This article first appeared in the Council’s 
Literacy Link  newsletter and has been 
published with their  permission. 
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Maryland Statewide Highlights 

 On Saturday, December 2, Howard 
Community College participated in the 
Howard County Literacy Fair.  The fair 
was sponsored by the Howard County 
Adult Literacy Council which consists of 
the Association of Community Services 

(representing all non-profit agencies in 
Howard County); FIRN (Foreign-born In-
formation and Referral Network); Howard 
County Public Schools; Howard County 
Library; and Howard Community College.  
The fair was attended by approximately 
150 adults, 115 children, and a group of 
Howard County state and local elected 
officials. 
 The purpose of the fair was two-fold.  

One purpose was to brief newly-elected 
Howard County state and local officials on 
adult literacy services currently available in 
the county and the need for additional ser-
vices.  Legislators were given information 
on why adult literacy is a critical issue in 

the county because of 
the county’s ever-
growing foreign-born 
population.  They were 
also briefed on how 
literacy impacts areas 
such as unemployment, 
health, transportation, 
and family-related edu-
cation.  Another goal of 
the fair was to provide 
information to those in 
need of literacy assis-
tance regarding innova-
tive programs available 
through Howard 
County Public Schools, 
faith-based organiza-
tions, and Howard 
Community College. 

 Children attending the fair 
with their families were treated to a 
magic show by magician Dean 
Turner, story-time activities pro-
vided by the Howard County li-
brary, arts and crafts, and various 
other child-centered activities.  The 
fair also featured a free book give-
away for children and adults. 
 Many components of Howard 

Community College’s Adult Basic Skills 
programs were highlighted at the fair.  Par-
ticipants visited exhibits and watched vid-
eos relating to basic skills and GED 
classes; the External Diploma Program; the 
distance learning option, Madison Heights/
Lifelines; and CORE (Community Oppor-
tunities in Recreation and Enrichment), a 
program for developmentally disabled indi-
viduals. Adults and children alike had a 
chance to try out Howard Community Col-
lege’s Skills Tutor, a computerized pro-
gram that offers individualized instruction 
in reading, writing, and math. 
 Howard Community College’s ESL 
program was also highlighted.  Displays 
and presentations informed participants 
about the different types of ESL classes 
such as basic English classes to prepare 
students to use English in the community 
and intense, academic, skills-based English 
classes.  Several specialized programs were 
also showcased including ESL for Fami-
lies; Life in the USA; the distance learning 
option, Crossroads Café; and the English 
Language Institute. 

MAACCE Offers You Many Ways to Share! 
 Do you have a great idea you'd like to share?  A technique to 
demonstrate, research to discuss, or teaching tips to present?  The 
annual MAACCE conference is scheduled for May 10 and 11, 
2007.  Help make MAACCE 2007 a dynamic conference full of fresh ideas--be a conference presenter!  Watch 
for the Call for Proposals in your next MAACCE mailing, or go to www.maaccemd.org.  Share your ideas--
propose a session for MAACCE 2007!  
 Another way to share is by writing articles for MAACCE Matters.  Our newsletter is looking for news from 
the field.  If you have a creative idea, something that worked well in a class, or even a new class or program 
you'd like to highlight, please send to John Willetts at JWilletts@bccc.edu  by February 1st.  Please do think 
seriously about contributing to your newsletter.   

Howard County Holds Literacy Fair  
by Linda Evans 
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My Backward Life with Dyslexia at Major Bookstores 
 

 “I was able to learn to read and even write a book,” says Liter-
acy Council of Prince George’s County student, Robert Chilcoate 
who has recently published his first book, My Backwards Life with 

Dyslexia.  Mr. Chilcoate came to 
the Literacy Council in January of 
2002 because of his love for his 
daughter.  She wanted him to read 
to her and he didn’t want to disap-
point her.  The Literacy Council 
had formed a partnership with his 
workplace, the Beltsville Agricul-
tural Research Service (ARS), 
where he was paired with a tutor, 
Shanty Bowman, who had been 
trained by the Council to teach 
him how to read.  As a research 
scientist, publishing was an every-
day part of Ms. Bowman’s job.  She encouraged him to think of 
publishing his writings as a natural progression of learning to read 
and write his story.  As Chilcoate’s skills developed,  so did his 
book.  He found a publisher, who then provided an editor, and the 
book became a reality.  The book can be purchased through Ama-
zon.com, Borders, and other major book stores.  Now, his daugh-
ter not only reads with her father but also beams with pride as she 
attends  his book signing events.    Mr. Chilcoate is  now at work 
on his second book and still building his skills. 

 Students and Teachers often question the role dyslexia plays in 
learning to read. Dyslexia is the most common cause of reading, 
writing and spelling difficulties.  People with dyslexia use different 
parts of their brain to read than people without dyslexia.  Dyslexia 
is not a disease and it is not a sign of low intelligence.  It is defined 
as a learning disability with distinct characteristics.  Although there 
are common indicators, dyslexia can only be verified through ex-
tensive and often costly testing by trained professionals.  One indi-
cator used to diagnose dyslexia is the degree to which an individ-
ual’s reading and writing performance is less than his or her intel-
lectual ability would predict. 
 
 Many individuals with dyslexia avoid activities that require 
reading or writing although they may be excellent verbal commu-
nicators. They often have good memories, good spatial skills, good 
people skills, and they tend to be intuitive.  However, planning, 
managing, or ordering things such as schedules, possessions, or 
activities can be a challenge for someone with dyslexia. 
 
 If good multi-sensory phonemic awareness instruction is pro-
vided in kindergarten or first grade, a student with dyslexia should 
be able to read as well as his or her classmates and continue to suc-

ceed.  Although it is more difficult for dyslexic adults, who have 
not received appropriate reading instruction, to “catch up,” it is 
never too late.  Research shows that directed, multi-sensory lan-
guage activities can help adults learn to read, even those who are 
dsyslexic,  no matter how late they are starting.   
 
 Having dyslexia means a student may have to work harder to 
learn how to read.  It doesn’t mean he or she can’t learn to read 
well or that he or she can’t live a meaningful, contributing, suc-
cessful life.  People with dyslexia include Academy Award win-
ners Whoopi Goldberg (The Color Purple) , Cher (Moonstruck), 
Emmy Award winning author Stephen Cannell (The Rockford 
Files, A-Team, 21 Jump Street), trial lawyer David Boles (clients 
include former Vice President Al Gore, Napster, and the U.S Jus-
tice Department in its suit against Microsoft), Erin Brockovich 
(winner of the largest ever U.S. class action law suit, $333 mil-
lion), designer Tommy Hilfiger, and Jay Leno, nighttime talk show 
host. 
 
 Dyslexia is not an excuse for failure.  It is a reason to learn 
more. 
 
 

Dyslexia: Dispelling the Myths 

Literacy Council Student Writes First Book 
by Gail Drake 
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MAACCE 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The Maryland Association for Adult, Community and Continuing Education is a non-
profit organization providing leadership in Maryland for those interested in advancing edu-
cation as a lifelong process.  MAACCE provides a central forum for a wide variety of adult, 
community and continuing education groups and encourages organizations and agencies in 
Maryland to cooperate in a broad spectrum of educational programs and activities in support 
of the lifelong learning concept. 


