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It's hard to believe that December is
already here. This year has certainly
been eventful for our country and for
MAACCE.
MAACCE has been very busy. Please
read this newsletter to find out about
our most recent professional
development day, the planning for our
upcoming annual conference, and our
postcards to the governor. I especially
want to thank Mark Pettis and his team
at Learning Is For Tomorrow for
hosting the professional development
day. In this newsletter, we also have a
couple great articles on ESOL and
Student Questioning.
I want to highlight one change for you.
Rather than sending weekly updates,
MAACCE will now send a monthly
MAACCE Matters around the middle of
the month. Special timesensitive
announcements will be send via email
and posted on our Facebook page
and Twitter feed.

Finally, regarding the changes in our
country. While a new president will
MAACCE Coordinator
take office on January 20, 2017,
Laurie Askins
certain things will not change. At
MAACCE, we will continue to be
committed to supporting all of you as
you serve adult learners. We will
continue to provide excellent
professional development for you and
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professional development for you and
advocacy for all adult learners in
Maryland.
Happy Holidays!

Shelley

MAACCE 2017 is Coming!
The 2017 MAACCE Conference will take place on May 45,
2017 at the Conference Center at the Maritime Institute.
Registration is now open! The Call for Workshop Proposals
has been announced. The deadline for proposing a workshop
has just been extended to January 13, 2017!
Our keynote speaker will be Jayme AdelsonGoldstein.
Jayme is an ESL teachertrainer, consultant, and author. Her
publications include The Oxford Picture Dictionary and Step
Forward: English for Everyday Life.
We look forward to another great conference with outstanding
speakers, workshops, and exhibitors. Check
http://www.maaccemd.org/2017conference/ for the call for
workshop proposals, invitation to exhibitors, and registration
information. More details to come!

Scenes from MAACCE's Professional Development Day on December 10!
Around 20 members from Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Carroll County, Howard
County, Harford County, and Washington DC came to the Professional
Development day, held at Learning Is For Tomorrow (LIFT) in Baltimore.
Workshops included
GED® Exam: Accommodations – Ramona Kunkel, Maryland Department
of Labor, Licensing and Regulation
Adaptive Technology for Low Vision and Other Adult Learners  Nikki
Jackson, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland
Introduction to Deaf Culture – Ginette Redmond, LIFT
Reading Strategies for ABE Classrooms – Mark Pettis and Wendy
Simmons, LIFT
Connecting Practice with Technology in ESOL John Lundquist,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC)
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Please remember to send in your
orange Postcards to the Governor by
January 11, 2017!
Remember, people do not have to be
students or staff to fill out a postcard.
Other people who support adult
education in Maryland can send
postcards to the Governor requesting
increased funding for adult education for
the next fiscal year. If you need more,
contact us at MAACCE@gmail.com.
Thanks for your help!!

My Journey as an ESOL Teacher
Kathy Sherwick
Linkagages to Learning, Montgomery County
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When people ask me what I love most about teaching adults
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), I generally
say that it’s because “everyone is always feeding me and I
know all the best ethic restaurants in the area.” While I’m sure
this sounds rather shallow, and I will go into the more serious
aspects of how rewarding teaching ESOL is later in this article,
I simply can’t deny that teaching English has significantly
expanded my food experiences (and probably my waistline).
To my joy my students think enough of me to not only bring
me samples of food from their countries and tell me which
restaurants are most authentic, but invite me to birthday
parties, high school graduations, to celebrate important
cultural holidays and to be introduced to their friends and
families. I’ve eaten Mexican, Central American, French cuisine
and food from various African nations, Korean, Chinese and
Iranian foods. I’ve enjoyed every bite, although I admit that
homemade Ethiopian dishes can be HOT. This Minnesota
Swede had a serious meltdown and as a result became the
funniest thing at the party celebrating the success of the first
family member to graduate from high school. While
recuperating, I took delight in the fact that a wonderful family
had invited me to this very special and important family
celebration.
How did I find my way into teaching adult ESOL? I was
working for a law firm during the economic downturn, and our
firm had a collections division that worked on mortgage and
community association dues collection. I was at lunch one day
and the paralegals were talking about how awful it was when
nonEnglish speaking parents put their children on the phone
to translate business not meant for children to hear. It became
obvious during that time that many immigrants had signed
papers they didn’t fully understand. That’s when I began
looking into teaching. I think it was an interesting extension of
my work as a social worker and mental health therapist.
I took classes at Montgomery College and began volunteering
for Gilchrist Center. I spent a year there doing conversation
classes and then applied for a position with Linkages to
Learning in the Montgomery County Schools, an amazing
program supported by a dedicated staff. I realized I wanted to
learn more about teaching and applied for the Master’s
Degree program at UMBC. I earned my graduate level
certificate and am moving forward to completing the degree. I
never thought for a moment at the beginning of this journey
that I would be crazy enough to go back to graduate school! I
still don’t know what I was thinking, but I do know I’m having
fun learning how to be a better ESOL teacher.
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I love walking into a classroom the first day of class and
starting to build the community that makes learning so special
to these students. I’m often surprised by how isolated many of
them feel, even if they have family here because they can’t
communicate with the English speaking community. To come
into a group where they can make new friends, to be able to
practice and learn English in a safe environment – to them it is
a gift, and they are very grateful. The students come up to me
after class to thank me for taking the time to teach them and
even more touchingly, for the fact that I see them as smart,
often welleducated and very hardworking individuals. I have
had former teachers, doctors, nurses, scientists and
numerous other occupations in my classroom.
Teaching makes me think outside the box and forces to be
creative, to construct lesson plans that are interesting and fun.
Whoever said learning has to be boring? I admit making
grammar exciting is a challenge, but I continue to ponder the
possibilities. Pronunciation offers all kinds of opportunities for
expanding my imaginative skills. The fact that I’m having fun
while I’m teaching is so rewarding on a personal level. It’s not
only my ESOL students who are learning!
This semester I’m teaching a Basic Level 3 class filled with
students I have taught over the last few years. I know these
people and they know me. It’s a delight every time I see them
and I have taken great satisfaction in watching them change
and grow over the years. Many have gotten jobs for the first
time, others have moved on to better jobs. One woman
started classes with me when she was a cook in a restaurant.
She used to come to class with burns and cuts all the time. To
walk into a dollar store and find her clerking there because
she had learned enough English to qualify for a sales job
made me smile, and the fact that she ran around the counter
to give me a huge hug made me even happier! Some students
are mothers who are now able to help their children with
homework and are no longer embarrassed to attend school
conferences conducted in English or to talk to other parents to
arrange birthday parties or other activities. ESOL classes have
given them the courage to be brave and try to communicate,
to understand that they don’t have to be perfect in English to
be understood or to participate in the community.
Not every teacher is fortunate enough to be able to follow their
students in class for such a long period of time, but I’m sure all
of us have frequently been surprised by former students
saying “hello” while out and about in the community. Of one
thing we can be sure – our students remember us and we
remember them.
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Encouraging Student SelfQuestioning
Mary Ann Corley, PhD
Independent Adult Literacy Consultant and
Professional Development Specialist
The previous MAACCE newsletter explored the importance of
teacher questioning to stimulate critical thinking and deep
learning. Equally as important is helping students learn the art
of asking questions of themselves as they perform a task.
Effective selfquestioning can improve students’ awareness
and control of their thinking, which in turn can improve their
longterm retention of knowledge and skills and their ability to
apply and transfer the knowledge and skills to new situations.
Selfquestioning engages and motivates students by making
them active participants in the learning process.
According to a National Reading Panel review of 203 studies
of reading comprehension instruction (2000), selfquestioning
is the most effective strategy for improving reading
comprehension. To generate questions, students need to
search the text and combine information, which helps them
comprehend what they read. Question generation is both a
cognitive strategy and a metacognitive strategy because the
process of asking questions enhances comprehension
through a focus on main ideas (content) and also checks
understanding to determine whether the content is learned
(Rosenshine, Meister, & Chapman, 1996).
Good readers ask themselves questions as they read. For
example, when reading fiction, they ask themselves why
characters do what they do; when reading editorials, they ask
themselves critical questions about truthfulness and bias; and
when reading complex text, they ask themselves whether they
understand. But not all students automatically know how to
generate good questions. Teachers can help students use
selfquestioning to enhance their learning by providing explicit
instruction in selfquestioning, modeling its use, allowing time
for practice with feedback, and structuring activities that use
peer questioning.
For example, the teacher models the selfquestioning process
by (1) reading aloud a short segment of text, (2) asking
him/herself questions about the text, and (3) encouraging
students to answer the questions. The teacher then reads the
next short segment of text, but this time, he/she encourages
the students to generate the questions. Teacher and students
continue through the text, taking turns asking questions and
ensuring that they generate questions that go beyond the
literal level.
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A variation of this is guided reciprocal peer questioning, a
proven strategy for encouraging student selfquestioning
(King, 1990, 1991). This strategy involves students
questioning one another about the content they are learning,
using higherorder, openended question stems that then
become the focus of a structured, smallgroup discussion.
Following a minilecture or an assigned reading, the teacher
provides a set of generic question stems and asks students to
use the stems to generate questions about the content of the
lecture or the reading. The following are examples of possible
question stems:
What is the main idea of _____?
What if _____?
How does _____ affect _____?
What is a new example of _____?
Explain why _____ .
What conclusions can I draw about _____?
What is the difference between _____ and _____?
How would I use _____ to _____?
What are the strengths and weaknesses of _____?
What is the best _____ and why?
Students work individually to generate their own questions,
using as many of these stems as possible. Then, working in a
small group, each student offers a question, with sufficient
time allotted for a meaningful discussion of the question.
By incorporating into their lesson planning the use of effective
questions, particularly at the higher cognitive levels, and by
providing explicit instruction using thinkalouds to model the
use of selfquestioning, teachers can encourage deeper
student learning and facilitate thinking at the highest cognitive
levels.
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MAACCE Matters is published monthly. To contribute an article or
information for MAACCE members, please contact
maacce@gmail.com. Deadline is the 10th of each month. Articles will
be edited for length and style.
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