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Statewide Support for Adult Literacy! Clockwise from top: Then-Congressman and 
future Senator Chris Vanhollen with Shelley Alter, then-MAACCE President and Cynthia 
Campbell, Advocacy and Communications Chair, Then-Director of Adult Education & 
Literacy Services, Pat Tyler, with James Rzepkowski Assistant Secretary Division of 
Workforce Development and Adult Learning, Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing 
& Regulation; and Maryland Adult Learners! 

              
               

 

         
    
 

 

 

          

Special Report! 

 



2 
 

                                           
 

And…More Fun Go Green Pics! 
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And…Just a Couple More for Kicks… 
 

   

 
Thank You! 

to the following programs for making the GO GREEN for Literacy campaign during  
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week (September 25 – October 1, 2016) such a success! 

 

Your enthusiastic participation as shown in your photos really highlights how adult literacy 
education is a Maryland-wide effort. 

 

 
Allegany College of Maryland 

Baltimore City Community College 
Charles County Lifelong Learning Center 

Chesapeake College 
College of Southern Maryland 

Community College of Baltimore County 
Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Adult Education Team 

Hagerstown Community College 
Harford Community College 

Howard County Library Project Literacy 
Johns Hopkins Hospital Skills Enhancement Program 

Learning Is For Tomorrow 
Montgomery Coalition for Adult English Literacy (MCAEL) 

Montgomery College 
Prince George’s Community College 

South Baltimore Learning Center 
Strong City Baltimore 
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MAACCE’s Proclamation from the Governor and Some 
Great Press – Thanks, Charles County!! 
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Highlights of MAACCE’s Annual GO GREEN for Adult 
Literacy Campaign 

 

By Cynthia M. Campbell, EdD, Advocacy and Communications Chair 
 

We hope you enjoy this report on MAACCE’s GO GREEN 2016. I want to express my appreciation for 
all of you who implemented such great awareness activities throughout the week, including 

• South Baltimore Learning Center sponsoring “Green Activities” including a GO GREEN Bingo! 
• Montgomery Coalition for Adult English Literacy (MCAEL) hosting an Adult ESL Fair! 
• Alleghany College of Maryland raising awareness by giving out wristbands and taking photos 

at a Cumberland City fall event. Plus, they ran a Book Drive! 
• Strong City Baltimore students holding up Go Green signs with descriptions of their goals! 
• Charles County Lifelong Learning Center hosting a reception for their graduates, which was 

written up in the Maryland Independent! 
• Adult learners and adult education staff across the state dressing up in green and wearing 

their wristbands with pride! 
 

For our part, the Advocacy and Communications Committee did the following: 
• Created Mini-kits and distributed wristband 
• Facilitated three television interviews with adult learners 
• Received the  Governor Proclamation with a presentation in Annapolis 
• Interacted with congressional leaders in a local event and at the Coalition on Adult Basic 

Education (COABE) Day on the Hill. 
• Represented MAACCE at the National Coalition for Literacy meeting in Washington DC 
• Attended the MCAEL Adult ESL Fair 
• Posted your photos on MAACCE’s Facebook page and Twitter feed. 

 
 A very special thank you goes to these Adult Learner Advocates: 

• Clayton “Smitty” Smith Sr. From the program at Johns Hopkins Hospital, who appeared on 
WJZ to share his experience about improving his math skills and earning in Certified Nursing 
Assistant credential. 

• Anthony Beachum from Howard County Library System Project Literacy and Howard 
Community College, who appeared on Fox 45 to speak about his journey in improving his 
reading skills and working on his high school diploma with the National External Diploma 
Program (NEDP). 

• Pamela Robinson, who appeared on ABC2 News to talk about how she flourished through at 
South Baltimore Learning Center and finished her high school diploma with NEDP. 

• Rosa Pino, former ESL student and now Management of Information Systems Specialist with 
the Chesapeake College Adult Education Program, who travelled to Annapolis with the 
Chesapeake’s director, Elaine Wilson, to receive the Governor’s Proclamation for Adult 
Education and Family Literacy Week in Maryland. 

 
With all your efforts, we have been able to show state and federal leaders that Maryland adult 
education programs are active and effective. Your creativity and commitment inspire all of us. View 
pictures and videos from the week at http://www.maaccemd.org/2016-aefl-week/ 
 
If you have ideas for our future celebrations, please do reach out to us at maacce@gmail.com. 
Meanwhile, please watch for details about the 2017 Adult Education and Family Literacy Week, which 
will take place during the week of September 25, 2017. 

http://www.maaccemd.org/2016-aefl-week/
mailto:maacce@gmail.com
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COABE Recognizes Senator Barbara Mikulski and 
Congressman Johns Sarbanes as Champions of Adult 

Education and Literacy! 
 

By Sonia Socha, Advocacy and Communications Committee Member 
 

The MAACCE Advocacy and Communication Committee (through the work of Sonia Socha) reached 
out to the Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) with a proposal to recognize United States 
Senator Barbara Mikulski and Congressman John Sarbanes, 3rd District,  for their the long time 
support of adult education and literacy. Ms. Socha worked with Sharon Bonney, COABE Executive 
Director to coordinate the COABE presentations as a part of the Capital Hill Day held during national 
Adult and Family Literacy Week in September.  
 
Below is a photo of the presentation to Congressman John Sarbanes, 3rd District in his DC Office.  
 

 
 
Due to the schedule of the Senate Appropriations Committee (which Senator Mikulski chaired) during 
national Adult and Family Literacy Week, the COABE presentation was done this December in the DC 
office. Even at that time, the Senator’s schedule prevented her from being present and the award 
was accepted by her long time education aide, Brent Palmer. Senator Mikulski’s numerous plaques 
and awards are expected to be in a prominent location at a local university and COABE’s will be a part 
of this. 
 
Below is a photo of the presentation to Senator Mikulski’s Legislative Aide, Brent Palmer by Sonia 
Socha, who represented COABE. 
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The COABE recognition of both federal officials is significant because of their special support and 
work for Maryland and nationally to “champion” the field of adult literacy. The plaques stated:  
 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
Senator Barbara Mikulski / Congressman John Sarbanes As a Champion of Adult Education 

 
Senator Barbara Mikulski:  The Senator was made aware of the need for adult education and literacy 
services through the work of the South Baltimore Learning Center (SBLC) and the advocacy efforts 
done by Sonia Socha, as Executive Director. In addition, Ms. Socha developed an on-going 
relationship with the Senator and her offices in Baltimore and Washington D.C. while on the MAACCE 
board, serving on the Public Policy Committee and chairing the Advocacy Committee. Ms. Socha 
worked closely with various members of the Senator’s staff during the past 23 years, and especially 
so when federal funding for adult education was threatened to be cut entirely during the Bush 
administration years.  
 
Ms. Socha began her relationship with Senator Mikulski by writing personal hand written notes about 
the need for increased federal funding and the need to increase state funding (because for many 
years federal funding was all that supported services in Maryland). Both the Senator and her staff 
continued to work in support of national and local efforts to sustain federal funding and aided with 
efforts to increase funding. Ms. Socha routinely communicated via letter, email or phone call to key 
staff regarding pending legislation, budgets and other actions. The Senator’s role on the 
Appropriations Committee provided her the opportunity to help ensure federal funding for state 
grants. Her staff was always present at the national Adult and Family Literacy week press conferences 
co - hosted by MAACCE and SBLC. The Senator’s staff was also attended SBLC galas and presented 
letters and citations recognizing the work of the center and Ms. Socha’s leadership in the field. 
“Senator Barb” truly recognized the importance and impact of adult literacy services in the city, state 
and nation. 
 
Congressman John Sarbanes:  The support of Congressman Sarbanes came through the connection 
first to his father, former Senator Paul Sarbanes. SBLC and MAACCE first worked with the Senator 
Paul Sarbanes and his office through 2007 (when he left office) and before the Congressman was 
elected. When John Sarbanes was elected in 2007, Ms. Socha was immediately in touch with his staff 
to build the adult literacy advocacy partnership. From the beginning, Congressman Sarbanes 
demonstrated a special interest in adult literacy. In his previous role on the House Appropriations 
Committee (subcommittee on Labor, Health, Human Services & Education), he promoted the 
awareness and need for adult literacy services and supported increased federal funding. He was one 
of the first representatives to sign on to the national Adult Literacy Caucus and to sponsor the annual 
resolution for the establishment of national Adult and Family Literacy Week. For seven years, 
Congressman Sarbanes was the lead sponsor for the MAACCE/SBLC annual press conferences kicking 
off national Adult and Family Literacy Week in Maryland, helping to bring a special focus to the 
importance of adult literacy services in Maryland. He often attended and spoke at SBLC events and 
recognized the work of the center and MAACCE. Congressman Sarbanes continues to be our 
“champion” for adult literacy locally and nationally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

MAACCE Contacts Federal Officials  
as Part of AEFL Week 

 

By Sonia Socha, Advocacy and Communications Committee Member 
 
One of the activities planned by the MAACCE Advocacy and Communications Committee for AEFL 
Week included a letter writing campaign to the Maryland Delegation. The committee created a letter 
and requested that MAACCE members add their program information, send it to their federal 
representatives and invite them to visit their programs.  
 
In Sonia Socha’s letter to Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger, 2nd District, on behalf of MAACCE, she 
requested a meeting with him and MAACCE representatives during national AEFL Week. Presenting a 
green wristband to the Congressman, the group also discussed the need for increased federal funding 
in support of WIOA and Maryland’s new State Plan. The presentation was held on Monday, 
September 26, 2016 during the Congressman’s community meeting at the Dundalk Library.  See 
photo below. 
 
             

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Check out all the photos from the 
GO GREEN Campaign at 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/1356023
17@N04/sets/72157674317758976/ 
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Join us on Facebook and Twitter: 
 

www.facebook.com/pages/MAACCE/135869909789248  
and 

www.Twitter.com/maaccemd 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MAACCE 
 

C/O Laurie Askins 
PO Box 709 

Leonardtown, MD  20650 
 

E-MAIL: 
MAACCEcoordinator@gmail.com 

 
We’re on the web! 

See us at: 
www.maaccemd.org 

About MAACCE 
 

The Maryland Association for Adult, Community and Continuing 
Education is a non-profit organization providing leadership in 
Maryland for those interested in advancing education as a 
lifelong process. MAACCE provides a central forum for a wide 
variety of adult, community and continuing education groups 
and encourages organizations and agencies in Maryland to 
cooperate in a broad spectrum of educational programs and 
activities in support of the lifelong learning concept. 

MAACCE Board of Directors 2016-2017 

THANK YOU to the MAACCE Board, the Advocacy and 
Communications Committee, and Laurie Askins, MAACCE 
Coordinator, for all your hard work for the GO GREEN Campaign! 

This special report was produced by Abby Konopasky and Cynthia Campbell.  
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/MAACCE/135869909789248
http://www.twitter.com/maaccemd

